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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Arguments 

1 . Applicant's arguments, see remarks, filed 12 January 2007, with respect to the 
rejection(s) of claim(s) 1-3,6,12-17,22,23,25,29,33,35-38,42,43,46-50,53,59-65,69,71 
and 72 under Kusleika and/or Griffin have been fully considered and are persuasive. 
Therefore, the rejection has been withdrawn. However, upon further consideration, a 
new ground(s) of rejection is made in view of Jang (US 4,958,634). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-6,12-29, 33, 35-38, 42, 43, 45-53, 59-65, 69, 71 , and 72 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being anticipated by Jang (US 4,958,634) in view of Pinchuk 
et al (US 4,946,466) 

Jang teaches a catheter with a first elongate tubular body (40), a second elongate 
tubular body (80), a third elongate tubular body (guidewire disposed within lumen 60), 
and an elongate member (72, portion between the two balloons, see Fig 1 1 ). Jang does 
not teach that the third elongate tubular body has a lumen. 

Pinchuk teaches the use of a hollow guidewire (120) and guidewire insert (27) with a 
balloon catheter (140), and a mechanical stop (26) 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/724,81 6 Page 3 

Art Unit: 3767 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to use the hollow guidewire of Pinchuk with the dual-balloon catheter of Jang 
in order to provide a catheter which can be used in a wide variety of vessels (wide or 
narrow). 

As to claim 3,38 see Figure 1 1 ; claims 4-6, Figure 12; claim 12,. Figure 13; claim 13, a 
portion of the second tubular body decreases/ is funnel shaped from the proximal end to 
the distal end, Fig 11; claims 15-17, proximal shaft 46; claims 18-28, Jang and Pinchuk 
teach the limitations of claim 1 as above, but are silent on the dimensions of the 
catheter. The Jang/Pinchuk catheter is designed to be used for the same purpose and 
in the same manner as the claimed invention (i.e. as catheter device inserted into the 
artery of a human patient) The application does not disclose any criticality for the 
dimensions claimed, but does disclose a variety of ranges throughout the specification, 
and in the applicant's background. It would have been an obvious matter of design 
choice to create a catheter with the claimed dimensions, since such a modification 
would have involved a mere change in the size of a component. A change in size is 
generally recognized as being within the level of ordinary skill in the art. In re Rose, 105 
USPQ 237 (CPA 1 955); claims 29 and 33, Fig 1 1 ; claim 35, Abstract; 

Conclusion 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Landymore (US 4,836,204); Bodden (US 5,069,662); Coyle (US 
6,743,208). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Elizabeth R. MacNeill whose telephone number is (571)- 
272-9970. The examiner can normally be reached on 7:00-3:30pm M-F. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kevin Sirmons can be reached on (571)272-4965. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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